
UK Spouse Visa Requirements 
For individuals who wish to join their British or settled partner in the UK, understanding the UK 
Spouse Visa Requirements is crucial. This visa allows non-UK residents to live, work, and 
study in the UK while being with their spouse or civil partner. To ensure a successful application, 
applicants must meet specific criteria set by the UK Home Office. 

 

 

Eligibility Criteria 

To meet the UK spouse visa requirements, applicants must: 

●​ Be legally married to or in a civil partnership with a British citizen or a person with settled 
status. 

●​ Prove a genuine and subsisting relationship. 
●​ Meet the financial threshold of £18,600 per year, which increases if children are included 

in the application. 
●​ Have suitable accommodation in the UK. 
●​ Demonstrate proficiency in English through an approved language test or academic 

qualification. 

Application Process 

https://www.visaandmigration.com/service/uk-spouse-visa/102.html
https://www.visaandmigration.com/service/uk-spouse-visa/102.html


The process of applying for a spouse visa involves: 

1.​ Completing an online application form. 
2.​ Paying the visa application fee. 
3.​ Providing supporting documents such as marriage certificates, proof of relationship, 

financial statements, and proof of accommodation. 
4.​ Attending a biometric appointment at a visa application center. 

Processing times vary, but applicants can expect a decision within 12 to 24 weeks, depending 
on whether they apply from inside or outside the UK. 

Benefits of a UK Spouse Visa 

Holding a UK spouse visa allows individuals to live with their partner in the UK, work without 
restrictions, and access healthcare through the NHS. After five years on this visa, applicants 
may be eligible for Indefinite Leave to Remain (ILR) and eventually British citizenship. 

Conclusion 

Meeting the UK spouse visa requirements is essential for a successful application. By 
ensuring all eligibility criteria are met and providing the necessary documentation, applicants 
can increase their chances of approval. Proper preparation and legal guidance can make the 
process smoother, helping couples reunite and build their future in the UK. 
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